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SICA
 Implemented:  1st of february of 1993.

 Objective:  Central American social and economic integration.      Region  with Peace, 

Freedom, Democracy, Development with promotion of human rights.

 Member States: 

Belize Costa Rica El Salvador Guatemala

Honduras, Nicaragua Panamá.

 Associate State:  Dominican Republic.

 Extrarregional  Observers: 

Argentina Chile Brasil

Republic of China (Taiwán) Kingdom of Spain Alemania

Italia Japón. 

 Regional Headquarter : El Salvador.



REGIONAL GOVERNANCE OF THE 

OCEAN
 NATIONAL LEVEL: Authorities of transport,  

navegation, fisheries, environment.

 REGIONAL LEVEL:

 Regional Secetariat to support national entities.

 Binding instruments have started to be applied 

in regional governance and managment of 

hidrobiological resources



PROFILE

Central america,  region of high commercial value resources.

High generator of employment, revenues and protein.

Natural Characteristics

 Common resources

 Migratory species

 Highly migratory species

 Joint management

 Similar oportunities and challenges, like low productivity of species



140,000 artisanal fishers



700 industrial boats



42  boats in high seas



SPORT FISHERIES



65, OOO Ha AQUACULTURE



Fish Processing 

Industries



1995,  OSPESCA was born: 

Central American Fisheries and Aquaculture 

Organization



OSPESCA OBJECTIVE

OSPESCA promotes fisheries and

aquaculture sustainable development in

the framework of the centralamerican

integration by drawing up, approving and

implementing policies, strategies, programs

and regional projects.



OSPESCA Organization

Council of Fishery Ministers

Viceministers (Steering Comittee)

Fishery Directors ( Technical 

Commision)

Working groups



1997:  Regional Producers 

Organization

Artisanal Fishermen of Central 
America Confederation
(CONFEPESCA)

Industrial  marine and aquaculture
Central American  Organization
(OECAP)



2,000: 

OSPESCA JOINED THE

GENERAL

SECRETARIAT IN EL 

SALVADOR



GENERAL SECRETARIAT OF SICA 

IN EL SALVADOR

2001: SICA/OSPESCA Unit.



Updating and harmonization of 

fisheries and aquaculture  central 

american laws



Council of Ministers of OSPESCA approved the 

Policy of Integration of Fisheries and Aquaculture 

in the Central American Isthmus 

PERIOD: 2005 - 2015

FASE II:

1st JUL 2005



Dec./2005 León, Nicaragua

Central American Presidents 

endorsed the Policy



OBJETIVO DE LA POLITICA

Policy Objective

 Establecer un sistema
regional común para
aumentar la participación
integrada y así contribuir al
uso adecuado y sostenible
de los recursos de la pesca
y los productos de la
Acuicultura.

 La política define las áreas
estratégicas de trabajo
conjunto centroamericano

•Integrated 

participation

•Common regional 

system

•Contribution to 

sustaible use

•Definition of the 

strategic areas of 

intervention



OCEAN GOVERNANCE

Fisheries Integration in the Regional 

Ocean Governance

 La Política permite 

transitar de acuerdos 

de cumplimiento 

voluntario a acuerdos 

vinculantes.  

 El Consejo de Ministros 

aprueba Reglamentos 

Regionales.

 From voluntary to 

binding agreements 

 Regional Agreements 

are approved by the 

Ministers 



CIVIL SOCIETY AND 

INTERINSTITUTIONAL PARTICIPATION



Regional Agreements Certification



SISTEMA INTEGRADO DE 

REGISTRO PESQUERO Y 

ACUICOLA

CENTROAMERICANO

(SIRPAC)

El Salvador, 15 de mayo de 2009

Reglamento OSP-01-09

Integrated

Regional 

Fisheries and 

Aquaculture

Registry System



Regional Fisheries 

Agreement for the 

management of the 

spiny lobster 

Panulirus argus



First Regional closed season 

in Central America Caribbean

Since Belize 

to Panamá
1 march -

30  june 2010



Implementation of a Regional 

fisheries Vessel Monitoring System



New regional 

agreement

Regional Code of Ethics for

fisheries and aquaculture



Rubros 1995 2009 Dif. (96–2009)

Pesca Artesanal

Pescadores artesanales (número) 92,876(1) 140,920(2) 48,044

Embarcaciones artesanales (número) 38,743(1) 62,513(2) 23,770

Producción Artesanal (anual en TM) 162,659(1) 179,893(2) 17,234

Valor de la producción (anual en $) 179,400,000 620,630,850(3) 44,800,645

Industria

Número de embarcaciones Industriales 985 1,020 35

Volumen de la producción 158,129 239,367(2) 81,238

Valor de la producción 281,400,000 478,734,000 196,734,000

Acuicultura

Has de cultivo 28,275 65,000.00(2) 36,725

Volumen de la producción (TM anual) 27,582 110,994 83,412

Valor de la producción (anual US$) 171,600,000 445,000.000(4) 127,100,000

Totales

Volumen de la producción Global (pesca 

artesanal, industria, acuicultura en Tm)

348,370 530,254 181,884

Valor de la producción global (US$) 632,400,000 1,544,364,850 911,964,850

Encuesta Estructural de la Pesca Artesanal y la Acuicultura en 

Centroamérica - 2009



Central American Presidents 

Meeting

29th of june 2010

Advance Report of the “first five years of the 

Regional Fisheries Policy”. 



Next five years

Towards new regional 

regulations for the regional 

governance of the ocean 

and hidrobiological 

resources



INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION

SWEEDEN



PRIPESCA

Support to the Policy of 

Integration of Fisheries

and Aquaculture



Regional    

management

(NOAA/OSPESCA)

. TED new technologies

. Translation of laws (spanish to

english)

. Aquatic invasive species

. Compliance of the laws



TRAINING VESSEL 

“INTERMARES”

Regional training for small scale 

fishers and thecnical fisheries 

institutions

November 2010. Training for trainers

SPAIN COOPERATION



Regional Research in Deep Waters

Nov-Dec. 2010

Pacífic Ocean

Jan –Feb.  2011          

Caribbean

RESEARCH VESSEL “Miguel Oliver”

SPAIN COOPERATION



REGIONAL  SYNERGIES

Caribbean Large Marine Ecosystem

Management of Caribbean spiny 

Lobster 

(GEF-PNUD/OSPESCA)

Countries: Centralamerica, Jamaica, 

Colombia, Bahamas, others.



REGIONAL SINERGIES

Management of Aquatic Resources 

and Economic Alternatives

MAREA

M



CENTRAL AMERICAN WILL

 Join efforts with the Caribbean Sea Comission.

 Share the new and initial experience in

governance from Central America

 Sustainable Development



www.sica.int/ospesca



NOTICIERO ELECTRONICO SEMANAL



Thanks


