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Disaster Impact Trends over the last 45 years
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Relative human and economic costs per continent



© UNDRR – United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction© UNDRR – Oficina de Naciones Unidas para la Reducción del Riesgo de Desastres

Top ten countries impacted by disasters as % of GDP 

(2000-2019)
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Context: A region impacted 

by systemic risks

 Already fragile economies and economic 

contraction.

 Weak social protection mechanisms and 

services, especially health care systems.

 High levels of  inequality, unemployment and 

poverty  exacerbated by COVID-19

 Multi-hazards scenarios affecting the region 

(e.g: last hurricane season 85% chance for 

above-normal tropical cyclone activity in 

Trinidad and Tobago)
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The systemic nature of risks and its cascading effects
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Leading to an increase of:

 Frequency of disasters

 Affected population

 Economic losses and  

impacts

Population growth

Weak, vulnerable 

infrastructure

Deforestation

Poverty and 

inequality

Climate Change

Rapid urbanization and weak land 

use regulation

Risk Drivers Enhancing and Creating Hazards
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The projected socio-economic impact of COVID-19

Estimated GDP percentual drop in the Caribbean

2019

2020*

Pre Covid-19 (%)

2020**

Including COVID-19 effect (%)

Antigua & Barbuda 6.2 6.5 -12.3

Bahamas 0.9 -0.6 -10.5

Barbados 0 1.3 -8.8

Cuba 0.5 0.5 -8

Dominica 9 4.9 -8.1

Grenada 3.3 4 -10.5

Haiti -0.7 0.3 -5

Jamaica 1.7 1.6 -5.3

Dominican Republic 4.8 4.7 -5.3

St. Kitts y Nevis 3 3.5 -11.5

St. Vicent & The Granadines 2.5 2.4 -7.8

St. Lucia 2 3.2 -11.9

Trinidad & Tobago 0.6 1.9 -7.1

Caribbean 2.1 2.3 -6.2

Central America 2.3 2.5 -5.7

South America -0.1 1.1 -9.0

Latin America 0.1 1.3 -9.5

Latin America and the

Caribbean 0.1 1.3 -9.1
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Implementing a systemic approach… 
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In summary…

1. Multi-hazard events causing 

disasters

2. Understanding the systemic nature 

of risk and its underlying causes : 

This means adaptive, anticipatory 

planning to identify the drivers of risk

3. Multisector Approach to achieve 

resilience

4. Risk infomed investments to achieve 

sustainable development
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Thank you

For more information, please contact:

salazarr@un.org 


